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Today’s weather 
A rain and 
snow mix. 
High: 49 
Low: 45 


Thursday: Warmer, 66 | 52 
Friday: Cooler, sunny, 55 | 38 


Weather report. A2 


Metro<State 


Daughter's fiance charged 
in Strongsville slaying 
Police say the man charged 
in the stabbing and shooting 
death of Strongsville teacher 
Melinda Pleskovic was en- 
gaged to her daughter. A9 
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ACA enrollment: The open 
enrollment period for Af- 
fordable Care Act exchange 
plans begins today and 
brings a slew of changes for 
the roughly 207,000 Ohioans 
who get insurance on the ex- 
change. A8 


Nation&World 


Kelly ripped for remarks 
about cause of Civil War 


Historians and commenta- 
tors blasted White House 
Chief of Staff John Kelly’s as- 
sessment of the causes of the 
Civil War, the latest divisive 
statement on race from the 
highest levels of the Trump 
administration. A7 


Southwest adds 
Milwaukee flights 
Southwest begins twice-a- 
day nonstop service to Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, as it 
continues its efforts to cut 
into United’s market share 
in Cleveland. A10 


Sports 


Dodgers beat Astros, 3-1, 
to force a Game 7 


Joc Pederson sliced a drive 
over the left-field wall, 
pounded his chest and 
danced around the bases, tak- 
ing as many twists and turns 
as this World Series itself. B1 


Taste 


Southern food stand 
joins West Side Market 


Recipes gathered in Alabama 
and Cleveland fill the deli 
case at Ora Bell’s Southern 
Cuisine at Cleveland’s West 
Side Market. C1 


Forum 


Soldiers don’t write 
‘blank checks’ to America 


Opinion: None of the soldiers 
signed up to die on that mis- 
sion in Niger. They signed up 
for their own reasons. And 
they stayed for each other. E1 


Diversions 


Katey Sagal happy 
to be back on a sitcom 


Actress Katey Sagal, best known 
as Peg Bundy from “Married ... 
With Children,” talks about her 
return to her sitcom roots in 
“Superior Donuts.” P1 


cleveland.com 


Which gluten-free items 
are best for breakfast? 


We went to four 
local grocery stores, 
purchased some 
gluten-free break- 
fast items and tried them for 
ourselves so you don’t have 
to. See what we found at 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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DEADLY ATTACK 


HITS NEW YORK 


8 KILLED AS TRUCK CAREENS DOWN BIKE PATH 
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The scene where an assailant crashed a rented Home Depot truck after mowing down bicyclists and pedestrians Tuesday afternoon on a 
Lower Manhattan bike path. Eight people were killed and 11 were injured in the incident, described by authorities as a terror attack. 


Violence is similar to incidents in Europe 


MARK BERMAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 
Washington Post 


New York — A 29-year-old 
man driving a rental truck 
plowed down people on a 
Manhattan bike path Tues- 
day in what authorities de- 
scribed as a terrorist attack 
that killed eight and injured 
11 before the suspect was 
shot and arrested by police. 

A sunny fall day along 
the Hudson River erupted 
in chaos just around the 
time students were getting 
out from nearby Stuyvesant 
High School, when a rented 
Home Depot truck turned 
onto the bike path along the 


Art 


Museum 
unveils 
ambitious 
agenda 


STEVEN LITT 
slitt@plaind.com 


An ambitious new 
strategic plan released 
today by the Cleveland 
Museum of Art sets big 
goals for the next dec- 
ade as a way of living 
up to the potential of 
its recently completed, 
$320 million expansion 
and renovation. 

Museum Director Wil- 
liam Griswold, whose 
contract was recently 
extended through 2024, 
announced last summer 
that the museum wants 
to increase attendance to 
1 million visitors a year 
from the current average 
of 630,000. 


SEE MUSEUM | A14 


West Side Highway. 
Witnesses say the speed- 
ing truck struck unsus- 
pecting bicyclists and pe- 
destrians while onlookers 
screamed and scattered. 
The truck then veered left 
toward Chambers Street, 
where it collided with a 
small school bus, injuring 
two adults and two children 
inside, officials said. 
According to a video from 
the scene, the man then 
jumped out of the wrecked 
vehicle brandishing what 
appeared to be handguns. 
Witnesses said he shouted 
“Allahu akbar,” meaning 
“God is great” in Arabic. 
Law enforcement offi- 


Health 


cials, speaking on the condi- 
tion of anonymity to discuss 
an open investigation, iden- 
tified the suspect as Sayfullo 
Saipov, an Uzbek immigrant 
who appeared to be living in 
both Tampa, Florida, and 
Paterson, New Jersey. 

The attack could inten- 
sify the political debate 
over immigration and 
security. President Don- 
ald Trump has argued for 
much tougher screening of 
immigrants to prevent ter- 
rorism, and opponents of 
those policies have sought 
to block his efforts in the 
courts. 
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Bystanders comfort one another near the scene of 


Tuesday’s deadly attack in New York City. A suspect 
was taken into custody after being wounded by police. 


Preterm births worst of 100 cities 


Cleveland's rate 
is 14.9%, reports 
March of Dimes 


BRIE ZELTNER 
bzeltner@ plaind.com 


Cleveland’s premature 
birth rate is the worst 
among 100 U.S. cities with 
the highest number of 
births, according to a new 
report from the March of 
Dimes released today. 

The city’s rate of 14.9 per- 
cent is more than 2% times 
that of the best-ranked city, 
Irvine, California, at 5.8 
percent. 

“The numbers in Cleve- 
land are what you would 
see in developing countries,” 
said Sam Mesiano, a profes- 
sor in the department of re- 
productive biology at Case 
Western Reserve University 
and Obstetrics and Gynecol- 
ogy at University Hospitals 
who is studying what causes 
preterm birth. “It’s really 
unacceptable.” 


Preterm births occur be- 
fore 37 weeks of pregnancy. 
They are the main reason 
for the United States’ poor 
ranking in infant deaths 
compared with other devel- 
oped nations. 

In 2015, more than half of 
the babies born in Cuyahoga 
County who died before 
reaching a first birthday 
were born prematurely, and 
most of those infants were 
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The tiny foot of a premature baby is seen through 
the porthole in an isolette in the neonatal intensive 
care unit at MetroHealth Medical Center. Cleveland 
has a high premature birth rate. 


born so early they had al- 
most no chance of surviving. 

Cuyahoga County’s pre- 
mature birth rate of 12.1 
percent is the highest of 
the six largest Ohio coun- 
ties measured this year and 
again earned it a failing 
grade on the annual March 
of Dimes Premature Birth 
Report Card. 


SEE BIRTHS | A14 


GOP tax plan 


Talk of 
401(k) 


cuts stirs 


debate 


STEPHEN KOFF 
skoff @cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — 


The 


401(k) war could start 


Thursday. 


That’s when Republi- 
cans in the House of Rep- 
resentatives will release 
a big tax-cut bill they say 
will help Americans keep 
more of their wages and 
give less to the govern- 
ment. But to balance it 
out, some current tax ben- 


efits will be cut. 


It’s unclear if House 
Republicans will follow 
through on proposals to 
limit the amount of money 
workers can put aside in 
pre-tax 401(k) retirement 


accounts. 
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